
he will do the saving.
'E. G. S.
REBAPTISM AND OTHER QUESTIONS. 
David Lipscomb
1. Is it necessary for a person to be reimmersed, provided he or she has been baptized by a Methodist or Baptist?

2. Is it necessary for a person to understand that baptism is for the remission of sins in order that baptism be valid?

The first design of baptism is to put a man into Christ. If it is necessary that the design, objects, results of  baptism shall be known in order to the validity of baptism, the administrator, in asking the question, "Do you believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God?" ought to add, "and that baptism puts you into Christ," "and that baptism is for the remission of sins," and, as we are baptized for the dead, he ought also to add, "and that you are baptized for the dead?"   The whole catalogue of results and fruits must be asked, because baptism is either acceptable to God or a sin in his sight.

If it is a sin to be baptized without understanding when one of the blessings promised is received, it is a sin to baptized without knowing when any other of them is.

The father frequently has an end in view in requiring a child to perform a certain act that is not even told the child. The command tests the willingness to obey. God blesses because we are willing to obey, not because we see virtue in the act. Baptism was clearly required as a test of our will​ingness to obey God; but as our willingness to obey arises from our faith in God, baptism is a test to our faith in God.

Christ said: "Go ye into all  the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth [the gospel] and is baptized shall be saved." The only thing required in order to baptism is honest faith in the gospel, leading to a willingness to obey Christ in baptism. This willing​ness manifested is repentance. To stop and inquire if he believes in this, that, or the other result of baptism is to presumptuously add to the appointments or requirements of God.

But if it is necessary that a man should believe that bap​tism is in order to the remission of sins in order to its valid​ity, it is the duty of him who administers baptism to be sure that he understands it before his baptism; and this question ought to be asked the candidate: "Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that baptism is for the remission of sins?" God had the design of bring​ing men into Christ by baptism, and in Christ are found all the blessings that God bestows on his obedient children. The chief, leading cause on man's part should be to obey God. When he submits to it in obedience to God, he has done all God requires. To repeat the act when it has been done in obedience to God is to mock God's appointments; to mock his appointments is to trifle with God. As nothing is said of the administrator, when a man is baptized to obey God, he is acceptably baptized, no matter who admin​isters the ordinance. If he is baptized from any other motive than the desire to obey God, his baptism is worth nothing, even though the apostle Peter or Paul should ad​minister it.
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