THE FIRM FOUNDATION

Introduction:  Eph. 2:19-22

1. Thus far in Ephesians 2 we have discussed Salvation (vs. 1-10) and Reconciliation (vs. 11-18).

2. In verses 19-22 Paul discusses “the foundation” on which our salvation and reconciliation rest.

3. In these verses:

a. He talks about our being “fellow citizens” in verse 19.

b. He talks about “the foundation” in verse 20.

c. He talks about our being “fitted together” in verses 20 & 21.

4. And when we are “fellow citizens” on the right “foundation”, we will be “fitted together” for a dwelling place of God.

5. So, this study we will concentrate on “the foundation” of our salvation and reconciliation.

6. The foundation has to be right, if the salvation is to be real, and the foundation has to be right if the reconciliation is to be realized.

7. The Psalmist asks, “if the foundation be destroyed what can the righteous do” (Ps.11: 3). The foundation is fundamental when it comes to faith.

8. In this study we will notice three things from the text of Ephesians 2:19-22.  Namely:

a. The Rock on whom the Church is Built.

b. The Revelation on which the Church is Based.

c. The Relationship by which the Church is Blessed.

Body:
I. The Rock on whom the Church is Built (v.19-20).

a. The text says we are “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets” (v.20).

b. That is, we are built on the foundation that the apostles and prophets laid.

c. That foundation is clearly revealed to be Jesus Christ (I Cor. 3:11).

d. The truth that Peter confessed about Jesus is the rock (foundation) on which He built His Church (Matt. 16:16-18).

e. This foundation is sure.  In Isaiah God said “I lay in Zion a stone for a foundation”. A tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation…(Isa. 28:16).  See also I Peter 2:6.

f. We sing about it-

“My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness.  I dare not trust the sweetest frame but wholly lean on Jesus name.  On Christ the Solid Rock I stand all other ground is sinking sand…”

Illustration:  A couple purchased a new home and after about six months a small crack appeared in the wall of their bedroom.  They called a young painter out to repair it and he did.  He put some plaster on it, sanded it, and painted it.  A few months later the couple went back and this time it was a little worse than before.  They called the painter back and he repaired it again.  This happened two more times.  Finally, the couple decided to change painters; they called an older, more experienced painter who had been in the painting business for years.  When he came out and looked at the crack he said, “I cannot repair the crack.  If I did, it would not stay fixed.  The couple wanted to know why.  He answered, “Because the problem is not in the wall or the sheetrock.  The problem is in the foundation.  Repairing the crack and painting the wall will only take care of the symptoms, but not the problem.”
g. And, like the young painter, many people try to “repair their lives” on “the solid foundation”.

h. Social programs, financial assistance, pep talks, counseling, pills, potions, planning, and pleas may help for a while.  But sooner or later the cracks are back if the foundation of your life is not built on Jesus Christ.

i. Like the song says, “all other ground is sinking sand.  For example:

a. If your life is built on materialism (an obsession with money or things) that foundation can crumble in an instant.  A stock market dive, a bad business, decisions, divorce, robbery, fire, tornadoes, doctor bills, and a host of other things can destroy your foundation almost overnight.

b. If your life is built on being healthy and physically fit, that foundation can crumble in an instant.  Terrorism, anthrax, accidents, sickness, disease, and death can destroy the foundation in a hurry.

a. Illustration:  Christopher Reeves, Dale Earnhart…

c. If your life is built on family or fame that foundation can also crumble in a hurry.   Disagreement, divorce, death, and any number of things can end it all.

j. Remember, “No other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (I Cor. 3:11).

k. He is the only foundation on which a successful life can be built.  The other things we have mentioned (family, health, money, etc…) can and should be found in our lives, but must never be allowed to compete or compare with Jesus-“The Foundation” of our lives.

l. When our lives are built on trust in Him, then, and only then, do we have a solid foundation, a secure foundation, and a steadfast foundation for life.

II. The Revelation on which The Church is Based

A. The text says we are built on “The Foundation of The Apostles and Prophets” (v. 20).

B. This refers to the truth about Jesus “revealed” to us “by the Spirit” through “His Holy Apostles and Prophets” (Eph. 3:5).

C. It is important to understand the source of The Revelation of the gospel is the “Holy Spirit”.

D. In John 14-16 Jesus is primarily emphasizing what the Holy Spirit would do in making known the truth to the Church and the world.

E.  When He was talking to the Apostles on that occasion (Matt. 26:20), the emphasis was on the work of the Holy Spirit in revealing the truth to us and not primarily on the role of the apostles.

F. And while the apostles were appointed “first” in the Church (I Cor. 12:28) and had a unique position, they were not “little gods” and they were not the only ones through whom the Spirit revealed the truth to us.

G. In fact, the text we are studying clearly states that the foundation was revealed by the apostles “AND PROPHETS” (Eph. 2:20).

H. In Ephesians 3:3-5 Paul again states that the mystery “has now been revealed by the Spirit to his holy apostles “AND PROPHETS”.

I. The truths revealed to us in the books of Mark, Luke, Acts,  James, and Jude were not revealed by the Twelve or Paul.  The truths in these books were revealed through prophets – not apostles.

J. In fact, on some occasions The Spirit revealed some truth to the apostles themselves by means of a prophet (See Acts 11:25-28; 21:4; 21:10-11).

K. The thing to keep in mind is that the Holy Spirit is the source of all truth.

L. All scripture (Old Testament and New) is given by the inspiration of God (II Tim. 3:16), because “holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (II Pet. 1:21).

M. Therefore, we know that the foundation on which the Church is built is right because the revelation on which the Church is based cannot be wrong.

III. The Relationship by which The Church is Blessed
A. Notice in verses 21-22 that the Church built on The Rock and based on the revelation of the Spirit is blessed by a unique relationship.

B. We are a “holy temple in the Lord” and a “dwelling place of God in the Spirit”.

C. Paul had already mentioned how they had received  “the Holy Spirit of promise” (Eph. 1:13).  See also Acts 2:38-39.

D. Later, he wrote that by the indwelling Spirit we are “sealed for the day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30).

E. In I Corinthians 3:16 Paul asks the Christians at Corinth this rhetorical question “Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”

F. In II Corinthians 6:16 he stated the same truth positively when he wrote, “For you are the temple of the living God.  As God has said, “I will dwell in them”.

G. According to Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, which is the book we are studying, God has given us “His Spirit in the inner man that Christ may dwell” in our hearts by faith.

H. The Galatians received the Spirit “by the hearing of faith” (Gal. 3:2) and so do we.

I. God “supplies the Spirit to you” and He does so “by the hearing of faith”.  This is “just as Abraham believed God…” (Gal. 3:5-6). That is, Abraham heard and trusted God to do what He promised and was counted righteous because of that trust.

J. In the same way, when we hear and trust God He sends “the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying out, ‘Abba Father’” (Gal. 4:6).

K. The term “Abba Father” emphasizes the unique relationship by which we have been blessed.

L. Perhaps this unique relationship that we sustain with God in Christ is the reason Jesus said concerning one as great as John the Baptist-“but he who is least in the Kingdom is greater than he” (Matt. 11:11).

M. Greater?  Possibly because the Holy Spirit had never been given to man as He was given to us after Jesus was glorified (Jn. 7:39).

Conclusion:  In conclusion, please observe that in Ephesians Chapter 2 we have observed what Paul taught about:

1. The Salvation-what God has done for us.  He saved us through trusting (vs. 1-10).

2. The Reconciliation-what God has done with us.  He made us at peace with Himself and each other (vs. 11-18).
3. The Foundation-what God has done in us.  He is building us together on The Firm Foundation for His “dwelling place…in the Spirit” (vs. 19-22). 
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