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1. Is the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38) a miraculous gift given by the laying on of the apostle’s hands that ceased in the first century?

2. Some say, "The promise of the Holy Spirit to Christians was miraculous, temporary, and ceased when the New Testament was completed."

3. There are at least three reasons why I do not believe this view is true.

4. These three reasons will be the basis of this study.

5. We will notice:

I. 
Nine Passages
II. 
Two People 

III. 
One Problem
I. Nine Passages
A. If this view is true, not one of the passages promising the Holy Spirit to Christians is true unless a Christian in the first century was an apostle or came in contact with one (the case of Cornelius being the only exception).

B. And these passages have NO APPLICATION TO US AT ALL.

C. For example, notice how the following verses would have to be changed to conform to this view since they would have NO APPLICATION TO US AT ALL.

1. John 7:39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom

 those believing in Him would NOT receive.. .because there are no living apostles today to lay hands on them.

2. John 14:16-17 And I will pray the Father and He will NOT give you another Helper (because there are no living apostles) that He may NOT abide with you forever (i.e. but only until the New Testament was completed) even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, (and neither can Christians who do not come in contact with an apostle).. .He dwells with you and shall NOT be in you (because this promise is true only if you have an apostle’s hands laid on you).

3. Acts 2:38-39 "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and you shall NOT receive the gift of the Holy Spirit for the promise is NOT to you and your children and NOT to all that are afar off, but ONLY to those who come in contact with an apostle and the promise is NOT to "even as many as the Lord our God shall call" but only to those on whom the hands of an apostle shall fall.

4. Acts 5:32 And we are His witnesses to these things and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God is NOT giving to those who obey Him because the New Testament has now been completed.

5. Romans 8:9 But you are in the flesh and NOT in the Spirit because the Spirit of God does NOT dwell in you because you have NOT come in contact with an apostle since they died long ago. And since that is the case you do NOT have the Spirit of Christ, so you are none of His.

6. I Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is NOT the temple of the Holy Spirit who is NOT in you and you have NOTHING from God, as far as the Holy Spirit living in you is concerned, because you have NOT had the hands of an apostle laid on you.

7. Galatians 3:2 You did not receive the Spirit by the works of the law and NOT by the hearing of faith, but by the hands of an apostle, so you do NOT have the Spirit at all since there are no apostles living today.

8. Galatians 4:6 And because you have NOT come in contact with an apostle, God has NOT sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts crying, Abba Father.

9. Titus 3:6 God has NOT poured out on us His Holy Spirit abundantly through Jesus Christ because we have NOT been in contact with an apostle.

E. And on and on and on we could go. Remember, if the apostle’s hands/miraculous gift view is correct, not one of the passages promising the Holv Spirit to Christians applies to us today. Read Isaiah 44:3; Ezekiel 36:27; 37:14; Joel 2:28; Romans 5:5; 8:26; I Corinthians 3:16; 12:13; II Corinthians 1:22;3:6; 5:5; Ephesians 1:13-14; 2:22; 3:16; 4:30; Gal. 3:14; I Thessalonians 4:8; II Timothy 1:14; James 4:5; I John 3:24; 4:13; and any other verses that speak of the Holy Spirit being given to Christians, and remember that not one of them (no, not one) applies to us today if this view is true.

F. If this view is true, all we've got is a bunch of "NOTS".

II. TWO PEOPLE
A. Look first at Steven (Acts 6:3-8).

1. If this view is true, where did Steven get the Holy Spirit?

2. It is interesting to note that after the church was established Luke is careful to specify that it was the apostles through whom God was working miracles:


a.".. And many wonders and signs were done through the


apostles" (Acts 2:43).


b. Peter and John were apostles used by God in healing the 
lame man (Acts 3).


c. Peter and John (apostles) go to "their own companions" 
(i.e. the other apostles) and pray for boldness to speak and 
that "signs and wonders may be done" (Acts 4:23-31).

 d. "And with great power the apostles gave witness to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus" (Acts 4:33).


e. And through the hands of the apostles many signs and 
wonders were done among the people (Acts 5:12).
 3. And it was only after the apostles laid hands on Steven (along

with the others selected to serve) that Steven "did great wonders and signs among the people" (Acts 6:8).

4. But observe that Steven was "a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit" before the apostles laid their hands on him (Acts 6:3-5).

5. In fact, one of the qualifications for being selected was that the men chosen be "full of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 6:3). And the text specifically says that Steven had the "Holy Spirit" before the apostles laid hands on him (Acts 6:5).

6. Note carefully:

a. Steven had to be "full of the Holy Spirit" to be selected (Acts 6:3).

b. Steven was "full of the Holy Spirit" when he was selected (Acts 6:5).

c. Then after clearly stating that Steven already had the Holy Spirit, Luke says that the apostles laid their hands on him (Acts 6:6).

d. Therefore, the laying on of the apostles' hands was not essential for one to receive the Spirit.
e. There were "spiritual gifts" given by the laying on of the apostle’s hands (Acts 6:6-8; 8:18; Rom. 1:11; II Tim. 1:6) as the Spirit Himself willed them to be given (I Cor. 12:11; Heb. 2:4). But the Holy Spirit Himself was given by God to all those who obey Him, whether the apostles were present or not (Acts 5:32).

B. Consider also the Ethiopian eunuch.

1 .If this view is true - What did the Ethiopian eunuch have to rejoice about?

2. When the eunuch was converted, there was no apostle present (Acts 8:25).

3. He was baptized by Philip, who was not an apostle (Acts 8:38).

4. And, after his conversion, the eunuch "went on his way rejoicing"

(Acts 8:39).

5. But the question is: If the laying on of the apostles hands was
necessary in order for the eunuch to receive the Holy Spirit, what did he have to rejoice about???
6. He obviously did not have the Holy Spirit at all because no apostle was present to give him the Spirit. Therefore:


a. He did not receive the "living water" that Jesus 
promised to those who "believe on Him" (Jn. 7:37-39).


b. He did not have what Peter promised to all who repent 
and are baptized (Acts 2:38-39).


c. He did not receive what God gives to those who obey 
Him (Acts 5:32).


d. He did not have the Helper that Jesus promised to send 
(Jn. 14:16).


e. He was no better off than those in the world (Jn. 14:17).


f. He was an orphan (Jn. 14:16-18).


g. He did not have help from the indwelling Spirit in his 
prayer life (Rom. 8:26-27).


h. He did not belong to Christ - i.e. He was none of His 
(Rom. 8:9).


i. He did not have spiritual life (Rom. 8:11; II Cor. 3:6).


j. He was not part of God's temple (I Cor. 3:16).


k. He was not a son of God (Gal. 4:6).


1. He did not have the guarantee of an inheritance (Eph. 
1:13-14).


m. He was not sealed as God's own (II Tim. 2:19; Eph. 
4:30).


n. He could not have the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22ff).


o. He did not have God abiding in him (I Jn. 3:24).

7. What did he have to rejoice about?  When he "went on his way

rejoicing", he did not have the Spirit. Therefore, not one of the blessings promised to those who did have the Spirit belonged to the eunuch. Instead of one who "went on his way rejoicing", he should have been "sent on his way to look for an apostle!"

8. It seems to me that this view makes coming in contact with an apostle just as important as receiving Christ as Lord and being baptized. Why? Because one cannot be saved without "receiving" Christ (Col. 2:6) and baptism (Col. 2:12), but "if any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of His" (Rom. 8:9). Note carefully: If any man does not have the Spirit of Christ (i.e. Holy Spirit) that man does not belong to Christ (i.e. he is none of His). But if the only way a person can receive the "gift of the Holy Spirit" is through the laying on of an apostle’s hands it is absolutely necessary for an apostle to lay hands on every Christian (including the eunuch) in order for that man to belong to Him. This view is far more serious and far more devastating in its consequences than most of us like to admit.

III. ONE PROBLEM

A. If this view is true, where did the saints in Rome get the Spirit? Another major problem I have with this view is found in Paul's letter to the church in Rome.

1. Paul longed to go to Rome in order to impart to them some "spiritual gift" (Rom. 1:11).
2. Therefore, all of the "saints" in Rome (Rom. 1:7) had not had the hands of an apostle laid on them (Rom. 1:11).
3. Yet, Paul wrote to these saints and said to them all: "Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ he is not of His" (Rom. 8:9b).
4. He also told them how "the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you" (Rom. 8:11).
5. Therefore, Paul clearly taught that the Roman Christians had the Holy Spirit dwelling (present tense) in them and without that indwelling they were none of His (Rom. 8:9).
6. It is a serious matter when brethren affirm that the only way for a Christian to receive the Spirit is through the laying on of an apostle's hands especially in light of Romans 8:9 which clearly states "Now if anyone (A-N-Y-O-N-E) does not have the Spirit of Christ he is not (N-O-T) His".
Conclusion: Some good friends of mine believed that the “gift of the Holy Spirit” was always “miraculous”, and was given by the “laying on of the apostle’s hands”, and ceased in the first century. Therefore, it is important to understand that it is a “position” that we are discussing and not the “people” who teach it.
Christians have always disagreed on any number of issues, and this just happens to be one of them. 
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